ACAPS

Reading and Understanding Primary Sources

	Author

Who wrote/said this? What did they do for a living? What was their social class, ethnicity, gender, etc?
	

	Context

What time period is this from? What civilization? What was going on at the time (war, elections, discoveries, movements, etc)?
	

	Audience

Who was the author writing this for and speaking to? Who would have read or listened to this back then?
	

	Purpose/POV

Why did the author write/say this? What were hoping to gain from this? What is their point of view on this topic? (Were they trying to create change, persuade listeners, gain support, etc?)
	

	Subject

What is the author describing in this document?
	


